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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OD. NSC-05 SS-15 CIAE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 
' H-01 HA-05 EK-01 PRS-01 USIA-06- /056 W 

. 0643-37 1118442 /70 


R 1016432 NOV 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ASUNCION 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1549 
INFO AMEMBASSY BUENOS. AIRES 


I ASUNCION 4621 


E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, PA 
SUBJ: EPIFANO MENDEZ FLEITAS 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 8231 


ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 

UJ, Dm, OP STATE, AIRPS/IPS 
Margaret P, Gnfeld, Director 
MKtlme ( ) Excise ( ) Deny 

Mpmpiion(s): 

B«laMlfy;( ) In Put ()Q In Full 

( )Giaasifyaa_ ( ) Extend as ( )Downgradeto 

Declassify on Reason ’ 


1. ACCORDING TO A HIGH LEVEL PARAGUAYAN OFFICIAL SOURCE 
CONSIDERED RELIABLE, THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT SHORTLY AFTER 
ARRESTING MOPOCO LEADER MENDEZ OFFERED TO EXCHANGE HIM FOR SUS- 
PECTED ERP LEADER AMILCAR SANTUCHO, WHO HAS BEEN UNDER DETENTION 
IN PARAGUAY SINCE ENTERING PARAGUAY WITH FALSE DOCUMENTS IN 
MAY, 1976. (SEE SEPTEL.) 

2. SOURCE SAID GOP WOULD HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THE PROPOSED 
SWOP SINCE IT HAD HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH MENDEZ' ARREST AND. 

DID NOT WANT TO BE SADDLED WITH YET ANOTHER POLITICAL PRISONER 
PROBLEM. 


3. A FEW DAYS AFTER MENDEZ' ARREST, THE GOP SENT AN EMISSARY 
FROM J-2 (ARMY INTELLIGENCE) TO RESISTENCIA TO FIND OUT WHY MENDEZ 
HAD BEEN DETAINED AND IF HE HAD BEEN IN ANY WAY INVOLVED 
IN ANTI -PARAGUAYAN OR ANTI-ARGENTINE SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY. 

HIS CONCLUSION WAS THAT MENDEZ HAD NOT -REPEAT NOT BEEN 
ENGAGED IN SUCH ACTIVITY BUT THAT THE ONLY APPARENT REASON 
FOR HIS DETENTION WAS THE PROPOSED DEAL INVOLVING SANTUCHO. 
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THE EMISSARY HAD REPORTED MENDEZ TO BE IN. GOOD HEALTH AND 
THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN MISTREATED. 

4. SOURCE EXPRESSED CONCERN LEST THE EMISSARY'S VISIT TO 
RESISTENCIA BECOME PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE AND BE MISINTERPRETED 
ABROAD AS GOP INVOLVEMENT IN MENDEZ' ARREST. 
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